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Ministry in 1915 than to fix fair prices, to appoint
buying agents, and finally to remind cultivators of the
existence of restrictions upon the export of Egyptian
hay,    The warning was sufficient, and there was no
need to use harsher methods.   The producer, sensible
of the implication, released his stocks, and the Army
obtained  supplies  without   recourse  to  requisition.
Unfortunately, the forbearance of General Maxwell
was not pursued in the later stages of the War.   Had
the Egyptian Government once and for all become
the responsible authority for the purchase and col-
lection of all food and fodder requirements of the
Army in Egypt, one of the causes which led to the
outbreak of trouble in 1919 would not have existed.
But a matter more personal than the food-supply
of the Army was also claiming the attention of the
rulers of Egypt,  and  the  succession  of  murderous
attacks  upon  the person  of the Sovereign  and  of
individual Ministers should have warned  authority
that some elements of society had not acquiesced in the
general submission.    There is no reason to suppose
that the campaign of assassination received support
from the public, or was inspired by men of reputa-
tion and influence.   Nor was evidence forthcoming to
indicate the existence of widespread conspiracy, or
that adult Egyptians sympathized with the criminals.
It is fair, therefore, to assume that the projected
assassination of the Sultan and Ministers in 1915 was
the work of a few unbalanced youths, who saw, in the
accession of Prince Hussein to the throne and the
acceptance of office by Ministers, acts of treachery to
Egypt.    And the assaults might be dismissed from
consideration, had not unhappily the students of the
colleges and high schools maintained by the Govern-
ment looked approvingly upon the aim of the assassins,
and secretly extolled them as national heroes.   Since
Mustapha Kainel, ten years before, had sown the seed